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Natural Hazards vs Natural Disasters 

A natural hazard is an event or occurrence caused by natural processes that may result in 
property damage, injury, or loss of life. Examples of natural hazards include earthquakes, 
volcanic eruptions, floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, landslides, and droughts. 

On the other hand, a natural disaster refers to the actual occurrence or aftermath of a 
hazardous event that results in widespread damage, destruction, or loss of life. It is the impact 
of the hazard on people, property and the environment, that makes it a disaster. For instance, 
an earthquake is a natural hazard, but if it causes widespread destruction, loss of life, and 
displacement of people, it becomes a natural disaster. 

ChatGPT, https://openai.com/blog/chatgpt, accessed on 01:03:2023

Categorise the natural hazards below under the three headings on the table.
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