Earé?, [nq/ég,enmq; }tar Knowéeq/g,e

Long before the arrival of Europeans in South Africa, the indigenous people had a
deep understanding of the stars and their significance. They used this
Knowledge to navigate, tell time and even predict the weather! Lel's explore
some fascinating aspects of early indigenous star knowledge.

One important concept in indigenous star
Knowledge was the belief that the stars
were connected to the spirits of their
ancestors. They believed that each star
represented a different ancestor, watching
over them from the heavens. By studying
the stars, they felt a strong connection to
their past and a sense of guidance for their
future.

The indigenous people also used the stars to
navigate during their journeys. They noticed
that certain stars always appeared in the
same place in the sky, which helped them
determine their direction. By following the
movement of the stars, they could travel
long distances without getting lost. This skill
was especially crucial for hunters and
gatherers who needed to find their way back
home.

Furthermore, the indigenous people
believed that the stars could predict
the weather. They noticed that
certain star formations were often
associated with specific weather
patterns. For example, they
believed that when a particular star

cluster appeared in the sKuy, it

In addition to navigation, the indigenous signalled the arrival of rain. This
People used the stars to tell time. They IoRiElee EpEt s [PIEpErS (fof
observed that the position of certain stars | changes in weather

changed throughout the night, allowing

em (o estimate the time without the use | In conclusion, early indigenous ster
of clocks or watches. By understanding the knowledge in South Africa was vital
PORLerns of the stars, they could plan their  in navigation, timexeeping, and

activities accordingly, such as Knowing when Weather prediction.
to wake up or when to rest.
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